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An innovator praised as one of the inventors of "the new space opera", Peter F. Hamilton has also

been hailed as the heir of such golden-age giants as Heinlein and Asimov. His star-spanning sagas

are distinguished by deft plotting, engaging characters, provocative explorations of science and

society, and soaring imaginative reach. Now, in one of the most eagerly anticipated offerings of the

year, Hamilton brings his acclaimed Void trilogy to a stunning close. Exposed as the Second

Dreamer, Araminta has become the target of a galaxywide search by government agent Paula Myo

and the psychopath known as the Cat, along with others equally determined to prevent - or facilitate

- the pilgrimage of the Living Dream cult into the heart of the Void. An indestructible microuniverse,

the Void may contain paradise, as the cultists believe, but it is also a deadly threat. For the

miraculous reality that exists inside its boundaries demands energy - energy drawn from everything

outside those boundaries: from planets, stars, galaxies...from everything that lives. Meanwhile, the

parallel story of Edeard, the Waterwalker, as told through a series of addictive dreams

communicated to the gaiasphere via Inigo, the First Dreamer, continues to unfold. But now the

inspirational tale of this idealistic young man takes a darker and more troubling turn as he finds

himself faced with powerful new enemies - and temptations more powerful still. With time running

out, a repentant Inigo must decide whether to release Edeard's final dream: a dream whose

message is scarcely less dangerous than the pilgrimage promises to be. And Araminta must choose

whether to run from her unwanted responsibilities or face them down, with no guarantee of success

or survival. But all these choices may be for naught if the monomaniacal Ilanthe, leader of the

breakaway Accelerator Faction, is able to enter the Void. For it is not paradise she seeks there, but

dominion.
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Here it is, the book I've been waiting nearly two years for: The Evolutionary Void. The conclusion to

the Void Trilogy, started with The Dreaming Void and followed up by The Temporal Void, is by far

my most anticipated book of the year and the series is making very strong noises to be my favourite

finished series ever. So, with expectations that simply couldn't get any higher, does The

Evolutionary Void meet these? Simple answer: Hell yeah!The Evolutionary Void picks up

immediately where The Temporal Void left off with no break in pacing, continuing the story in an

effective, confident fashion. The many plot threads that have been built up over the first two novels

are now dealt with convincingly, some with immediate effect while others come to the fore in

preparation for the grand finale. It's very difficult, in fact nigh on impossible, to find any fault with this

aspect of The Evolutionary Void. It is clear from many references and clues laid down in Dreaming

and Temporal that the Void trilogy has been intricately plotted and even has details that go all the

way back to the Commonwealth Saga. This is rather unsurprising when you consider that many of

the characters present here have their origins in the duology.Some of the story lines that I was most

anticipating delivered the goods. The Deterrence Fleet is hinted at many times and the revelation of

what it is and the capabilities it has still manages to surprise. This can be said of many of the plot

points in Evolutionary. For example, Araminta is the descendant of two Silfen friends and this is

used during Temporal to show how she is able to share her dreams of the Skylord (albeit

unknowingly) with the Living Dream movement.

The 'Void' trilogy as it's called is actually five books. The first two take place about twelve hundred

years prior to the Void Trilogy but while not required, will add much more to the overall story. The

story is magnificent. It's magnificent in the Clarke's upbeat, positive sense rather than magnificent in

the "My mind is blown but I want to cry" Stephen Baxter sense (I'm a fan of both types).The events

take place in a society called the 'Commonwealth'. It's basically the whole of human civilization,

which by this time consists of hundreds of words and trillions of human beings. There are also many

alien civilizations to contend with. The two books before the Void Trilogy, 1200 years ago, deal with

an anomaly witnessed by one of the outer worlds in the commonwealth and the resulting

investigation and conflict with the new race of aliens called the 'Primes'. One thing that I should



mention is that the universe does allow for relatively easy alien-to-human communications (aided by

technology of course), and allows for FTL travel, which may be slightly annoying to traditional hard

sci-fi fans.The trilogy itself takes place 1200 years after that conflict, when humans have become

one of the most dominant species in the galaxy and consist of many factions. The civilization is

nominally democratic, but each of the factions vie for control, hoping to push the humanity in the

direction they wish.The maneuvering of the factions and their agents is essential, but the central

theme of the books is The Void.
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